DARLEEN WILKERSON
AMERICAN ARTIST IN YEMEN

by Nancy Dughi

pme women fill their closets with dresses. Darleen Wikerson cavers her
walls with clothes. Mot your or my workaday oulfits, bul the sxotic
kaltans and rennas and abayas and pantaloons she has collected since

she came to Yemen lour years ago.
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|!'5 like 3 Fobly for me... | collect these
hings." She wawes her hand al her clothes
when 2he &5 corpimenied o the Wiy =hee
has taken @ @cket from B3l addad il to
partalocns Teom Yemén and a bloess Ingm
Calioemiy 2nd creafed a0 il thal makes
ather Weslem women séem pale and dull
bagide her, Sk wedrs hedwy siher and
cocal necklaces she finds in the suks o
pemen and seems M enggy the lsel of the
Inng dargling earrings that are almost a
bracemaii for her, She & 2 cmall young
wiman, Bub her flair gives hee & Cestmin
walghl and when she says 'l ke the
Yomen dinsgas. 1 pven hang thém o iy
walls, b maaes yo Wil 0 ke mdce
abaul her and o Sec those cholhes-hung
'|'l|]"$

Tht“ Wilkerson-Karpoweds  spdament B
modern but Darleen has peblioned their
e fving meom ifio, two antds: one 5 a
midlra). he olfer is an Amancan Ebng-
dinifg feom. Yomeni and Westem Mends
a9 feal at mome hare. Bul Bis two-warkd
decor @ rol whal fisd hits your eye when
wou walk '|nfo the apasbmént. What Im-
prosses are the painlings. Maintings, not
drosses, for Darkeen Wikedson 5 an gt
Befang Shi 15 A colkaeiod

Larn;u: oll canvages and feng mounisd
colar photograahs line har walls. They all
rellecl ber inferest i the Chathes and i the
women of Ihe Middle East. Her paintings
are abmeest af pichures of Yemeni women,
pxpressipnless, shylized, their faces and
persanalitios unsmparian abonse 1he baghl
embroidered robes which spread abost
them as they recine of sit cross-legosd on
soame waguely defined cushlon or rug, The
costifie is all, and in docisiag on e ook
furng fhe artsd has expressed a Teeling for
the women whix hive ceedled &n adt of thi
awn, Sho resches across the mies and 1be
cullures and the years wWiiCh SERaraln her
from her models and  show thal she
respedds them: &5 -sister anists. B & an
imipregse display of wirk: beighl desors-
livte, EDCEIVE.

Il o oy aker smute] Bese shiong
paindings hat ooo lams 10 ihe deessss
which Indeed, &5 £hiy his s, ame kanging
o6 The wall,.. on hangdrs, ey Mo welr,
bl méasmadily, belessn wearings, avad-
able ior appreciation. They come Hom

Every comet of Yemen, in every color and
quakty. Dardeen Pos spenl much o her
lime here traveling 2nd everywhsare she has
gone shi has noted the local women's
dresses. How are they umagee b the area?
Who makes- ihe dresses? Whee o the
malerials come fram? She buys what she
feels is authentic if it is avaiabie, or ties p
fnd sormacns who will copy @ particotsr
diess locally

H-:_r passon has lurned infe a study and
she i3 properng o book of phaotagraphs
and drwings of Yemond costumas. She
e dound women i comobs Silaces weai-
img drotoes which arg navor soon in othor
parde of Yemen, Yemenl Gty women am
amared al (imes b learn than sommag
wtarl outht Darisen o woaring comas
Frewm thabit el EOUALIY.

wli-:h i ber frvonds dress? Ol 1S hacd
o chocse, .. Mosily | mick [he dretces ipe
coine . oombindtons.  Puanple and  arange
and red? Or foe the patserns. | can really
siy. WAk Boe thee Book And the phofo-
graphs! | have some wonderful pholos!

Tru: samples on her walls show that Dog-
leen is 5 skillful with 3 caméra a5 ke &
wilh & paictbiash. Whether she illusirites
e “definitve Bk on Yemeni costume
with  phatcs ar paindings- the “celinstng
book’ on Yemeni cosheme promises i ba
Eeauliful &% well a5 inladrmative,

Paintings almaost as large as she is il-
lustrate the artist’s interest in Yemeni
costume.

'| collect these things..." Darleen Wil-
KErson explains her wardrobe that is
boih a hobby and 4 stwdy.




